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CROSS-BORDER METROPOLITAN

REGIONS

Cross-border regions with potential for growth and
innovation play a special role in the network of Euro-
pean urban and metropolitan regions. They help to
strengthen European economic power and at the same
time act as laboratories for European integration.

Unbounded sailing on Lake Constance (Harald Winkelhausen)

Cross-border metropolitan regions are diverse and
future-orientated habitats and economic and cultu-
ral spaces — they are “Europe in miniature”.

The cross-border metropolitan regions initiative
(Initativkreis Metropolitane Grenzregionen, IMeG)
was established on March 17, 2011 in Berlin. The
foundation members of the initiative are the fede-
ral state of Saarland as part of the Greater Region',
the Regio Aachen e.V. as part of the Euregio Maas-
Rhein and the regional associations Mittlerer Ober-
rhein, Siidlicher Oberrhein, Hochrhein-Bodensee
and Bodensee-Oberschwaben from the Trinatio-
nal Metropolitan Region Upper Rhine and the Lake
Constance region.

The interests of cross-border metropolitan regions
canberepresented more effectivelyin ajoint venture.
At the same time, the initiative wishes to provide
stimuli to promote the cross-border regional devel-
opment in terms of territorial cohesion.

In order to ensure successtul positioning and coop-
eration of cross-border metropolitan regions with-
in Germany and Europe, the initiative aims to find
further partners and to actively support the work of
cross-border institutions and European networks.

1 Greater Region Saarland - Lorraine - Luxembourg - Rheinland-Pfalz -
Région Wallone - Communauté Francaise de Belgique und Deutsch-
sprachige Gemeinschaft Belgiens

View from the three border point in Vaals in the direction of Aachen (Copyright Stadt Aachen/Andreas Herrmann)
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Passerelle des deux Rives between Kehl and Strasbourg (Stadt Kehl/Peter Heck)

Imp" nt Further Members of the IMeG Regionalverband Siidlicher Oberrhein
Dr. Dieter Karlin, Tel.: +49 (0)761 70327-10
REGIO Aachen e.V. rvso@region-suedlicher-oberrhein.de
Spokesman region Artur Hansen, Tel.: +49 (0)241 5686115 veoETegion-suediche '

Ministerium fiir Umwelt, Energie und Verkehr hansen@regioaachen.de

Regionalverband Hochrhein-Bodensee
Karl Heinz Hoffmann-Bohner,

des Saarlandes Regionalverband Mittlerer Oberrhein
Gerd-Rainer Damm, Tel.: +49 (0)681 501-4616 Dr. Gerd Hager, Tel.: +49 (0)721 35502-21 Tel.: +49 (0)7751 911.5_10

: hoffmann@hochrhein-bodensee.de
g.damm@umwelt.saarland.de rvmo@region-karlsruhe.de

The partnership was assisted in the years 2008 to 2011 by the Demonstration Project of Spatial Planning (MORO) “Supra-regional part-
nerships in cross-border functional regions“. MORO is a research programme of the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban
Development (BMVBS), supervised by the Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development (BBSR)
in the Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning (BBR). The initial phase of the IMeG will continue to be supported by MORO.
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Regionalverband Bodensee-Oberschwaben

Wilfried Franke, Tel.: +49 (0)751 36354-21

franke@bodensee-oberschwaben.de
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Bundesministerium
fur Verkehr, Bau
und Stadtentwicklung
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Bundesinstitut
fiir Bau-, Stadt- und
Raumforschung

im Bundesamt fiir Bauwesen
und Raumordnung
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Administrative office

agl | angewandte geographie, landschafts-,
stadt- und raumplanung, www.agl-online.de

Andrea Hartz, Tel.: +49 (0)681 96025-14
andreahartz@agl-online.de

Lydia Schniedermeier, Tel.: +49 (0)681 96025-12
lydiaschniedermeier@agl-online.de
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